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Literature review of Ralstonia pickettii in
hemodialysis related infection

Yea-Yuan Chang, Ching-Wai Cheng, Wen-Wei Ku

Division of Infectious Diseases, Department of Medicine, Taipei City Hospital Renai Branch, Taipei, Taiwan

Ralstonia pickettii, a gram-negative bacillus, was seldom regarded as being
virulent. However, it has become an emerging pathogen in hospital settings. R.
pickettii can easily form biofilms on water pipes and medical devices, and causes
bacteremia in immunocompromised hosts. Treatment of R. pickettii bacteremia
is challenging because there is no standard treatment. Many outbreaks of varying
severity caused by R. pickettii and R. mannitolilytica have been reported in
different countries, medical institutions, and dialysis centers. Contamination
of medical products, liquids, or drugs should be suspected in instances of R.
pickettii bacteremia. In addition to following basic infection control principles
in hemodialysis units, clinicians and laboratory staff should be alert to unusual
bacteremia. Rapid and accurate identification of the source of contamination is
important for successful intervention.
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